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his fondness for her, especially when it is remembered that
he had a high opinion of her understanding, and that the im-
pressions which her beauty, real or imaginary, had originally
made upon his fancy, being continued by habit, had not been
effaced, though she herself was doubtless much altered for
the worse. The dreadful shock of separation took place in the
night; and he immediately dispatched a letter to his friend,
the Reverend Dr Taylor, which, as Taylor told me, ex-
pressed grief in the strongest manner he had ever read; so
that it is much to be regretted it has not been preserved.
The letter was brought to Dr Taylor, at his house in the
Cloisters, Westminster, about three in the morning; and as
it signified an earnest desire to see him, he got up, and went
to Johnson as soon as he was dressed, and found him in tears
and in extreme agitation. After being a little while together,
Johnson requested him to join with him in prayer. He then
prayed extempore, as did Dr Taylor; and thus, by means of
that piety which was ever his primary object, his troubled
mind was, in some degree, soothed and composed.
From Mr Francis Barber I have had the following authen-
tick and artless account of the situation in which he found
him recently and after his wife's death:
cHe was in great affliction. Mrs Williams was then living
in his house, which was in Gough-square. He was busy with
the Dictionary. Mr [Robert] Shiels [one of his amanuenses]
and some others of the gentlemen who had formerly written
for him, used to come about him. He had then little for him-
self, but frequently sent money to Mr Shiels when in distress.
The friends who visited him at that time, were chiefly Dr
Bathurst, and Mr Diamond, an apothecary in Cork-street,
Burlington-gardens, with whom he and Mrs Williams gen-
erally dined every Sunday. There was a talk of his going to
Iceland with him, which would probably have happened had
he lived. There >were also Mr Cave, Dr Hawkesworth, Mr
[John] Ryland, merchant on Tower Hill, Mrs [Mary] Mas-
ters, the poetess, who lived with Mr Cave, Mrs [Elizabeth]
Carter/ and sometimes Mrs [Catharine] Macaulay,5 also
Mrs [Ann Hedges] Gardiner, wife of a tallow-chandler on